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Portland’s Low income and Communities of Color may be Disproportionately Impacted by Radon 
A coalition of non-profits organizations and government agencies has been formed to educate low income families, immigrants and communities of color about the dangers of radon and provide information and resources for testing homes and fixing those homes with high radon levels.  A naturally occurring radioactive gas, radon is the leading cause of lung cancer in non-smokers and kills an estimated 250 Oregonians every year.  
“Traditional education and outreach efforts have not reached those people outside the mainstream,” says Don Francis, board member of the Josiah Hill III Clinic (JHC).  “As a result, low income families, immigrants and communities of color may be unknowingly and disproportionately living in homes with high radon levels.” 
More than half the homes in some Portland neighborhoods have radon levels exceeding the EPA recommended action level.  These neighborhoods are also the neighborhoods where many of Portland’s low income, immigrant and people of color live. 
“Testing homes is the easy part.” says Francis. “Finding resources to fix hundreds of homes is going to be a challenge.”
Testing homes for radon is simple and inexpensive. Radon test kits can be purchased directly at local home improvement stores, radon testing companies and online from the American Lung Association of Oregon and through the Oregon Radon Program website.   

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has designated January as National Radon Action Month.   The coalition is providing free radon test kits during January. 
The coalition includes the JHC, EPA, the Oregon Health Authority, the Community Energy Project, and the Multnomah County Healthy Homes Program.
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